
DIFF8 – History 

xxx 

The History of the United States:  

America’s Struggle for Independence 

Date: 

 

Packing for a new life and the voyage of the Mayflower 

Tasks: 

1. Follow steps 1-4 to understand the text M1. Transfer the text into modern English. 

2. What does the list tell you about the future life of settlers? 

3. If you wanted to emigrate and were able to take only five items, what would you take? 

 

 

M1: “Pilgrims” and the Mayflower 

 

Step 1: 

Collect all words you understand and 

group them under the following headings: 

food, clothes, tools.  

Step 2: 

Weights and measures can be difficult to 

understand. Transfer the weights and 

measures in the text into our (metric) 

system. 

 

hogshead – large container holding 235 

litres  

hundred weight – 45 kg 

bushel(l) – 30 litres 

gallon – 3,8 litres 

quart – 1,2 litres 

dozen – 12  

Step 3: 

Intelligent guessing – Try to think of words 

in German or another language you know 

that are like the unfamiliar words, e.g.: 

 

malt – Malz 

meale – Mehl 

aquavita – ? 

Step 4: 

If you cannot work out the meanings of all 

words and feel you cannot do without 

them, the annotations on the back of this 

worksheet will help you,  



Annotations: 

Tasks:  

voyage: hier – Schiffsreise; to emigrate: leaving a country (for another); item: thing 

 

M1: 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Imagine that it is 1620 and you are aboard the Mayflower making the crossing to North America. Use 

the information given to write two to three diary entries about the crossing, problems on board, your 

hopes and worries. Begin with 17 September. Try to be accurate and think carefully about what Puritans 

at the time might have thought about. 

2. Add the following words to you vocabulary list: voyage, to emigrate. 


